[Endoluminal angioplasty of iliac obstruction. Immediate results and cumulative patency at 2 years in 23 patients].
23 patients with obstruction of one or both main iliac arteries underwent one or more transluminal angioplasties by catheterization via the obstructed vessel. 26 iliac arteries were thus reopened. The length of obstructions varied from 1 to 10 cm. The majority of the obstructions were of recent onset whilst in 6 cases the presumed date was more than 6 months previously. In all cases potency was obtained with normal follow-up angiograms in 20 cases, and a residual though not hemodynamically significant stenosis in 6 cases. All patients were followed up by Doppler and in the majority of cases by venous digital angiography, with a follow-up at the present time of 6 months to 2 years. 2 patients underwent surgery because of reobstruction occurring 2 and 13 months after dilatation. Cumulative patency is 79% in 2 years, similar to results obtained by surgery. These results show that iliac angioplasty, a simple procedure, may avoid or delay surgery, and that it should be widely used in this precise anatomical indication.